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Residents rally to save sequoia in
Victoria's Centennial Square
A proposed $11.2-million redesign of the 60-year-old civic landmark would see both
the tree and the square’s fountain removed.

Andrew A. Duffy 
Jun 12, 2025 10:00 PM

More than 300 people converged on Centennial Square in Victoria on Thursday for a rally to

save the giant sequoia.

The rally, which grew in number as the lunch hour wore on, was organized to make it clear to

Victoria city council that residents want the tree, planted in the early 1980s, to be retained as

part of any redesign of the square.

The tree and the square’s fountain would both be removed in a proposed $11.2-million

redesign of the 60-year-old civic landmark.

The design, approved by council last year, calls for multiple water features, increased crowd

capacity and improved sightlines.

The city has said the tree is being removed due to the need for better sightlines and that it

could threaten underground power, telecom and water lines if it is not removed. The city said

the redesign will include a net gain of 14 trees, planted with an eye toward appropriate scales

and root management.
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A technical report prepared by Dialog Design on the sequoia said its condition and location

were deemed too problematic to allow it to remain in place. And the city’s own arborist

deemed the tree healthy.

“This is a case where the wrong species was planted in the wrong location, and the

revitalization of the square provides an opportunity to rectify these conditions and create an

improved and more vibrant civic space for the future,” Dialog wrote in its report last year.

The sequoia, grown from a sapling at the city’s nursery near Thetis Lake Regional Park, was

about 10 feet tall with a trunk diameter of about six inches when it was planted, according to

the landscape team that did the work.

The Centennial Square project is still in the planning phase, and no date has been set for the

sequoia’s removal.
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1 / 2  More than 300 people converged on Centennial Square Thursday for a rally to save a giant
sequoia that’s set to be removed in a proposed $11.2-million redesign of the 60-year-old civic
landmark. Protesters want the tree, which was planted in the early 1980s, to be retained as part of any
redesign of the square. The city has said the tree is being removed due to the need for better sightlines
and that it could threaten underground power, telecom and water lines if it is not removed. The
Centennial Square project is still in the planning phase, and no date has been set for the sequoia’s
removal. DARREN STONE, TIMES COLONIST

 Share by Email  Share on Facebook  Share on X  Share on LinkedIn  Print

TRENDING TODAY

7788 Noise-emitting devices again
under investigation in Victoria
after complaints

6355 Victoria mayor unveils plan to
reduce street disorder

4143 Ashes to ashes: Capacity
strained in B.C. as alternatives
remain in limbo

3366 B.C. cyclist's clever Strava
drawings: 'Perfect intersection' of
art, fitness and road rash

3348 Letters June 16: Tough love for
downtown; number for reporting
beach fires

Times Colonist - Featured

Alerts lifted as favourable 
weather helps B.C. …

Read More

18.2 °C   JOIN OUR
NEWSLETTER |

NEWS OPINION EVENTS LIFE & ARTS FEATURES PROPERTIES CLASSIFIEDS OBITUARIES CONNECT E-EDITION

https://www.facebook.com/timescolonist
https://x.com/timescolonist
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news
https://www.timescolonist.com/bc-news
https://www.timescolonist.com/national-news
https://www.timescolonist.com/world-news
https://www.timescolonist.com/bizwire
https://www.timescolonist.com/national-business
https://www.timescolonist.com/sports
https://www.timescolonist.com/national-sports
https://www.timescolonist.com/coronavirus-covid-19-information
https://www.timescolonist.com/opioid-crisis
https://www.timescolonist.com/animal-stories
https://www.timescolonist.com/opinion
https://www.timescolonist.com/opinion
https://www.timescolonist.com/opinion/letters
https://www.timescolonist.com/submit-a-letter
https://www.timescolonist.com/blogs
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-events
https://www.timescolonist.com/life
https://www.timescolonist.com/life
https://www.timescolonist.com/entertainment
https://www.timescolonist.com/life/food-and-drink
https://www.timescolonist.com/the-mix
https://www.timescolonist.com/driving
https://www.timescolonist.com/more-lifestyles
https://www.timescolonist.com/islander
https://www.timescolonist.com/life/travel
https://www.timescolonist.com/homes
https://www.timescolonist.com/sponsored
https://www.guidedby.ca/govancouverisland
https://www.timescolonist.com/charities
https://www.timescolonist.com/contests
https://www.timescolonist.com/crossword
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-events
https://www.timescolonist.com/special-sections
https://guidedby.ca/publications/times-colonist/
https://www.timescolonist.com/spotlights
https://www.timescolonist.com/gas-prices
https://www.timescolonist.com/real-estate-listings
https://classifieds.timescolonist.com/
https://classifieds.timescolonist.com/
https://www.timescolonist.com/celebrations
https://victoriatimescolonist.adperfect.com/channel/C0A801FC02b69229FCjqX303F021/publication/7F00000118ced16E29JlH27D0002
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/timescolonist/
https://victoriatimescolonist.adperfect.com/channel/C0A801FC02b69229FCjqX303F021/publication/7F00000118ced16E29JlH27D0002
https://www.timescolonist.com/other/contact-us
https://www.timescolonist.com/newsletter-signup
https://www.timescolonist.com/other/subscriber-services
https://digitaltimescolonist.pressreader.com/times-colonist
https://www.timescolonist.com/other/contact-us
https://www.timescolonist.com/other/subscribe
https://www.timescolonist.com/other/about
https://thetcedge.com/
https://www.timescolonist.com/other/privacy-policy
https://www.timescolonist.com/other/terms-of-service
https://britishcolonist.ca/
https://archive.org/details/victoriadailytimes
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12OIHvUtu7Orr7UCaSUnstwnVYZgagHRn1ZIZnDQ_ZSo/view
https://www.vmcdn.ca/files/victoriatimescolonist/files/tcsponsorship.pdf
https://www.bowenislandundercurrent.com/
https://www.burnabynow.com/
https://www.biv.com/
https://www.castanet.net/
https://www.coastreporter.net/
https://www.delta-optimist.com/
https://lethbridgeherald.com/
https://medicinehatnews.com/
https://www.newwestrecord.ca/
https://www.nsnews.com/
https://www.piquenewsmagazine.com/
https://www.prpeak.com/
https://www.rew.ca/
https://www.richmond-news.com/
https://www.squamishchief.com/
https://www.theorca.ca/
https://www.timescolonist.com/
https://www.tricitynews.com/
https://www.vancouverisawesome.com/
https://www.westerninvestor.com/
https://www.airdriecityview.com/
https://www.cochraneeagle.ca/
https://www.lakelandtoday.ca/
https://www.rmoutlook.com/
https://www.stalbertgazette.com/
https://www.thealbertan.com/
https://www.townandcountrytoday.com/
https://www.westernwheel.ca/
https://www.glaciermedia.ca/
https://www.timescolonist.com/
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news
https://www.timescolonist.com/writers/aduffy
https://www.timescolonist.com/writers/aduffy
https://www.vmcdn.ca/files/texttospeech/10804604-c302db9d-50d4-4f9f-a7d7-8c8d92acf54e.mp3
https://www.timescolonist.com/submissions/typo?id=10804604&t=Residents+rally+to+save+sequoia+in+Victoria%27s+Centennial+Square&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.timescolonist.com%2flocal-news%2fresidents-rally-to-save-sequoia-in-victorias-centennial-square-10804604
https://www.timescolonist.com/submissions/newstip
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news/victoria-mayor-unveils-plan-to-reduce-street-disorder-10816950
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news/langford-to-help-fund-new-clinic-for-10-family-doctors-set-to-open-early-next-year-10817394
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news/bc-opposition-leader-john-rustad-accuses-former-conservative-mlas-of-blackmail-10818878
mailto:?subject=Shared%20from%20Times%20Colonist%3A%20Residents%20rally%20to%20save%20sequoia%20in%20Victoria%27s%20Centennial%20Square&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timescolonist.com%2Flocal-news%2Fresidents-rally-to-save-sequoia-in-victorias-centennial-square-10804604%3Futm_source%3DEmail_Share%26utm_medium%3DEmail_Share%26utm_campaign%3DEmail_Share%0D%0A%0D%0AAlso%3A%20be%20sure%20to%20check%20out%20all%20of%20today%27s%20latest%20news%20at%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timescolonist.com%0D%0A%0D%0ALike%20getting%20your%20news%20by%20email%3F%20Sign%20up%20for%20our%20newsletter%20at%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timescolonist.com%2Fdaily
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.timescolonist.com%2flocal-news%2fresidents-rally-to-save-sequoia-in-victorias-centennial-square-10804604
https://x.com/share?text=Residents+rally+to+save+sequoia+in+Victoria%27s+Centennial+Square&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.timescolonist.com%2flocal-news%2fresidents-rally-to-save-sequoia-in-victorias-centennial-square-10804604&via=timescolonist
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.timescolonist.com%2flocal-news%2fresidents-rally-to-save-sequoia-in-victorias-centennial-square-10804604
mailto:?subject=Shared%20from%20Times%20Colonist%3A%20Residents%20rally%20to%20save%20sequoia%20in%20Victoria%27s%20Centennial%20Square&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timescolonist.com%2Flocal-news%2Fresidents-rally-to-save-sequoia-in-victorias-centennial-square-10804604%3Futm_source%3DEmail_Share%26utm_medium%3DEmail_Share%26utm_campaign%3DEmail_Share%0D%0A%0D%0AAlso%3A%20be%20sure%20to%20check%20out%20all%20of%20today%27s%20latest%20news%20at%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timescolonist.com%0D%0A%0D%0ALike%20getting%20your%20news%20by%20email%3F%20Sign%20up%20for%20our%20newsletter%20at%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timescolonist.com%2Fdaily
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3a%2f%2fwww.timescolonist.com%2flocal-news%2fresidents-rally-to-save-sequoia-in-victorias-centennial-square-10804604
https://x.com/share?text=Residents+rally+to+save+sequoia+in+Victoria%27s+Centennial+Square&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.timescolonist.com%2flocal-news%2fresidents-rally-to-save-sequoia-in-victorias-centennial-square-10804604&via=timescolonist
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.timescolonist.com%2flocal-news%2fresidents-rally-to-save-sequoia-in-victorias-centennial-square-10804604
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news/noise-emitting-devices-again-under-investigation-in-victoria-after-complaints-10808153
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news/victoria-mayor-unveils-plan-to-reduce-street-disorder-10816950
https://www.timescolonist.com/islander/cremation-crunch-capacity-strained-in-bc-as-alternatives-remain-in-limbo-10791032
https://www.timescolonist.com/local-news/bc-cyclists-clever-strava-drawings-perfect-intersection-of-art-fitness-and-road-rash-10814598
https://www.timescolonist.com/opinion/letters-june-16-tough-love-for-downtown-number-for-reporting-beach-fires-10812147
https://www.timescolonist.com/bc-news/alerts-lifted-as-favourable-weather-helps-bc-wildfire-fight-10816446
https://www.timescolonist.com/
https://www.timescolonist.com/weather
https://www.timescolonist.com/account

